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 €5.6 billion
  spent by overseas tourists 

 €323 million 
spent on car hire

5,000 years 
of Irish history around Ireland’s

eastermost counties

€9.3 billion
tourist spend

9.6 million 
overseas visitors to the country

€78.4 million 
spent on internal transport in Ireland

Domestic tourism worth almost €2 billion
€394 million earned from Northern Ireland 

€1.7 billion spent on air & ferry transport

Explore the Wild Atlantic
Eat, stay and drive in nine extraordinary 

counties along this coastal route to 
discover stunning scenery and 

phenomenal experiences.
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Each cottage is an exact replica of a dwelling 
used by the local people in each of the 18th, 
19th and 20th centuries and is equipped with 
the furniture, artifacts and utensils of its 
particular period. A reconstructed school house, 
fisherman’s dwelling and tiny pub-grocer offer 
additional insights into rural Irish life in one 
of the most remote corners of the country. 

Glencolmcille Folk Village Museum
Gleann Cholm Cille, Contae Dhún na nGall

074 973 0017  |  folkvillage@eircom.net

www.glenfolkvillage.com
Bundoran, Co. Donegal, Ireland

T:+353 (0)7198 42418 E: info@donegaladventurecentre.com
www.donegaladventurecentre.com

Donegal Adventure Centre (DAC) campus is one 
of Ireland’s premier adventure facilities and 
Ireland's largest surf school located in Bundoran, 
a famous seaside resort along the magnificent 
Wild Atlantic Way.

Donegal Adventure Centre offers a wide range of 
both water and land activities such as: • Surfing • 
Coasteering • Kayaking • Cliff Jumping • Archery 
• High/Low Ropes and many more!

Located in Donegal Town, Olde Castle 
Bar & Red Hugh’s Restaurant is a 
quaint stone building with stunning 
views of Donegal castle and some of 
the best locally sourced seafood in the 
area. The restaurant is open 12:00 to 
24:00 everyday and situated next to 
historical landmarks like the Church of 
Ireland. The restaurant is also a proud 
member of the B.I.M Good Seafood 
Circle, a nationwide organisation 
known for the quality of their seafood, 
and provides customers with 
everything from curry to crab meat. 
This family owned restaurant is sure to 
be a new favourite for anyone 
stopping in Donegal. 
www.oldecastlebar.com

Leo’s Tavern is a musical institution in 
Donegal. The longstanding pub in 
Gweedore is famously known for its 
singalongs and offers live music nightly 
during the summer months, with 
additional regular music sessions during 
the winter. It’s recognised as the 
birthplace of the famous talents Enya, 
Clannad and Moya Brennan. The 
interior walls hold unique memorabilia 
and numerous Gold and Platinum discs 
that follow its history as a place where 
people can enjoy live music. There is 
always something happening at Leo’s, 
so drop in for a chance to join in on the 
excitement.
www.leostavern.com

Harvey’s Point is a 4-star hotel located 
on the shores of Lough Eske and has 
been repeatedly named Ireland’s best 
hotel by TripAdvisor. Nestled in the 
Blue Stack Mountains, breathtaking 
sights accompany the famous beaches 
and golf courses. After a long day of 
exploring, the Beauty Room is the ideal 
destination for rest and relaxation. 
There are a variety of suites offered, 
and the Lakeshore suites are notable 
for their panoramic view of Lough 
Eske. The Michelin Guide listed 
restaurant serves three meals daily in 
its new theatre style open kitchen.  
You can count on a remarkable dining 
experience. 
www.harveyspoint.com

EAT STAY PLAY
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GRIANÁN OF AILEACH 
N13 TOWARDS LETTERKENNY
6 min from exit

This ancient Donegal site is believed to 
have been the seat of the ruling kings 
of the area, known as the ‘Kingdom of 
Aileach’. Eógan Mac Néill of the Uí 
Néill dynasty (sons of Niall) is one of 
the earliest recorded kings here; he died 
in 465AD. The site is now a National 
Monument, and consists of a massive 
stone ringfort, thought to have been 
built by the Uí Néills in the seventh 
century. The nearby remains of a well 
and tumulus (burial ground) are 
believed to be even older, possibly 
dating back to the neolithic age. From 
the top of Grianán of Aileach, you can 
take in a breathtaking, panoramic 
view of the beautiful Donegal 
countryside. In fact, on a clear day, it’s 
said that visitors can see an impressive 
five counties. 

TOP HIGHLIGHT

MALIN HEAD
N13 (R238 EXIT) TOWARDS R42
46 min from exit

Malin Head, in County Donegal, is 
renowned for its rugged coastal 
landscape and attractive beaches. The 
area is steeped in history and folklore. 
Malin Head is an area for all tastes, 
including walking, fishing, swimming, 
photography, studying rock formations 
or rare flora and it is close to 
Inishowen’s splendid golf courses. To the 
north east, Inistrahull Island can be 
seen. The first lighthouse on the island 
was put into operation in 1813, and the 
light flashes every 30 seconds.

Above Banba’s Crown to the east lies 
Ballyhillion beach, a unique raised 
beach system of international scientific 
importance. The very distinct shorelines 
show the changing relationship 
between the sea and the land from the 
time the glaciers began to melt, some 
15,000 years ago. At that time County 
Donegal was depressed by the weight 
of an immense ice sheet, so the level of 
the sea, relative to today’s shore, was 
up to 80 feet higher than today. A 
military watchtower was built in 1805, 
during the Napoleonic Wars. Around 
1902, a signal station was also built at 
a location called Banba’s Crown, quite 
close to the old Napoleonic watchtower. 
Both of these buildings still stand. 
During World War II, the Irish 
Government allowed the British 

Government to site two radio direction 
finders on Malin Head. This top-secret 
operation was mentioned in The 
Cranborne Report. The RDF equipment 
was used to monitor U-Boat and aerial 
activity in the North Atlantic.

INISHOWEN MARITIME 
MUSEUM & PLANETARIUM
N13 (R239 EXIT) TOWARDS R241
34 min from exit

Inishowen Maritime Museum & 
Planetarium is located at the Old Coast 
Guard station overlooking Greencastle 
Harbour on the banks of the beautiful 
Lough Foyle. It is situated beside the 
Lough Foyle ferry entrance; this 
passenger/car ferry service runs 
between Greencastle and Magilligan, 
Co. Derry. Among the Museum’s 
exhibits are a 19th century rocket cart 
used to aid survivors of wrecked ships; 
a traditional Fanad Curragh built with 
hazel rods, lathes and canvas; a wild 
fowling punt with a swivel gun and a 
Lough Foyle punt. The Museum also 
has a room devoted to the ships of the 
ill fated Spanish Armada which sunk 
off the Irish coast in 1588 and a room 
devoted to the part which Greencastle 
played in the history of emigration 
from Ireland in the 19th century.

TORY ISLAND 
FERRY FROM  
MAGHERAROARTY PIER
45 min ride

Just 6km long and a 2km wide, Tory 
Island, the most remote of Ireland’s 
inhabited islands is situated just 
northwest of Horn Head and can be 
reached by ferry from Magheraroarty 
or Bunbeg on the mainland. It derives 
from the Gaelic Toraigh meaning the 
high rocky cliffs. This Irish speaking 
island has been inhabited since the 
earliest times and is rich in 
archaeological and monastic sites. 

The island’s remote location has helped 
it preserve the Irish language and 
traditions and general way of life of 

the place. The boat trip to beautiful 
Tory Island is a panoramic sea-trip 
from Bunbeg to one of Ireland’s most 
unique island communities. 

GLENVEAGH NATIONAL PARK 
N56 (R255 EXIT) TO R251
10 min from exit

Glenveagh National Park is a remote 
and hauntingly beautiful wilderness of 
rugged mountains, pristine lakes, 
tumbling waterfalls and enchanted 
native oak woodlands in the heart of 
the Derryveagh Mountains in the north 
west of County Donegal. Within the 
park is Glenveagh Castle, a 19th 
century castellated mansion that was 
built between 1867 and 1873. Its 
construction in a remote mountain 
setting was inspired by the Victorian 
idyll of a romantic highland retreat. 
Glenveagh National Park opened to 
the public in 1984 while the castle 
opened in 1986. Today, under private 
ownership, Glenveagh continues to 
attract and inspire visitors from all over 
the world. 

SLIABH LIAG CLIFFS
N56 (R230 EXIT) TO TEELIN
43 min from exit

Located in south west Donegal along 
this magnificent coastal driving route 
are Ireland’s highest Sea Cliffs, Sliabh 
Liag. A visit to the cliffs and the 
surrounding region is a must on your 
Wild Atlantic Way adventure. 
Experience the ancient, local culture, 
heritage and people of Donegal against 
the backdrop of our spectacular and 
rugged coastline. Sliabh Liag is 
Ireland’s ultimate sea cliff experience 
and a signature point on the Wild 
Atlantic Way coastal touring route. 
Sliabh Liag is a place of sacred 
Christian pilgrimage and a rich Irish 
heritage and culture. Located in the 
Gaeltacht region of County Donegal 
Sliabh Liag are the highest accessible 
sea cliffs in Europe where the cliff face 
of Bunglas rises over 600m above the 
ocean below. 

DONEGAL

Malin Head

Battle of the Boyne
 Visitor Centre
Oldbridge House, Oldbridge, Drogheda, Co. Meath

National Botanic 
Gardens, Kilmacurragh
Kilmacurra West, Kilbride, Co. Wicklow

John F. Kennedy Arboretum
Ballysop, New Ross, Co. Wexford

Ormond Castle
Castle Park, o� Castle Street

Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary

Emo Court
Emo, Portarlington, Co. Laois

Jerpoint Abbey
�omastown, Co. Kilkenny

Castletown House
Castletown, Celbridge, Co. Kildare

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doneraile Wildlife Park
Turnpike Road, Doneraile, Co. Cork 

Altamont
Gardens

Altamont, Tullow, Co. Carlow

Public PlacesAncient Spaces
The Office of Public Works - Conserving & celebrating Ireland's national heritage

OPW Heritage Card
Adult: €40 Senior: €30 Family: €90 Child/Student: €10

O�ers unlimited admission to over 45 fee paying sites for one year.

Email: heritagecard@opw.ie Tel: 00353 1 6476592

General Information
Email: info@heritageireland.ie
Tel: 00353 1 6476000

www.heritageireland.ie
find us on facebook

Free Admission to Children Under 12 
Free Educational Visits for Schools 
Free Admission to certain visitor sites on the 1st Wednesday of each month

Kilkenny Castle
�e Parade, Kilkenny
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