
M8:
Tipperary’s Holy Glen 
to Ireland’s Second City

M1: 
Through the Valley of the 
Kings to the Ancient Northeast

M9: 
A Trek to the Medieval 
Heartland

M3: 
The Land of Saints, 
Scholars and Kings

M4/M6: 
A journey to the heart of
Ireland's Ancient Midlands

M7: 
From the Plains of Kildare 
to the City on the Shannon

M11:
Garden of Ireland to
Sunny South-East

The Driver's Guide to Ireland’s Ancient East will lead 
tourist drivers on a  journey like no other, that will bring 
them straight to the best attractions this ancient island 
country has to offer. 
 
Packed with route-by-route descriptions, drivers will be 
able to effortlessly navigate through Ireland’s Ancient 
East region-by-region; from rural coastal villages to 
timeless green landscapes and busy cities.
 
The Driver's Guide provides all the insider tips every 
driving tourist needs, from sunrise at Newgrange 
to admiring eastern Ireland’s rich cultural and 
architectural heritage, which includes Stone Age 
monuments, early-Christian monasteries, looming castles, 
and much more.

The Driver's Guide to Ireland’s Ancient East will include 
a select list of the best hotels, restaurants and leisure 
activities in each region. It will explore the culture, 
history, architecture and art of this intriguing little 
country on the edge of Europe. It will guide tourists 
along the best scenic routes, bringing them on a journey 
through Ireland’s rolling countryside and the ancient 
civilisations that shaped the history and culture of this 
breathtaking land.  

With up-to-date information on where to go, what 
to see, where to stay and eat, The Driver's Guide to 
Ireland’s Ancient East is an essential companion to the 
travelling driver.

 €5.6 billion
  spent by overseas tourists 

 €323 million 
spent on car hire

5,000 years 
of Irish history around Ireland’s

eastermost counties

€9.3 billion
tourist spend

9.6 million 
overseas visitors to the country

€78.4 million 
spent on internal transport in Ireland

Domestic tourism worth almost €2 billion
€394 million earned from Northern Ireland 

€1.7 billion spent on air & ferry transport

The Driver's Guide MOBILE APPLICATION RELEASE: JANUARY 2020

*AUGMENTED REALITY FEATURE
FIRST RELEASE IS AVAILABLE ON APPLE 
STORE AND GOOGLE PLAY STORE
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The Irish tourism industry is now worth over  
€9.4 billion. Visitors from the US, Germany 
and France all hit record numbers in 2018, 
while the key UK market also continued to 
regain volume. There was a 10% increase in 
holiday visitors, while business visitors and 
people coming to see relations and friends 
rose by 12%.
 
Overseas tourists spend just over €5.6 billion, 
compared to 2017, this is a growth of 9.6% 
since 2017. 

Domestic tourism demand also picked up, 
generating an estimated €2 billion, with a 
further €300 million earned from visitors 
from Northern Ireland. Irish air and ferry 
companies earned a further €1.3 billion 
from visiting tourists.
 
One of the key market drivers has 
been travel from North America which 
registered an increase of 18.3% for January 
– November 2017 (1,699,100 visits). Visits 
from Great Britain were up by 11.1% for the 
same period (3,620,500 visits).
 
The successful 2017 season is expected to 
be superseded in 2018, with a new aim of 
growing tourism revenue by +4.5% to €5.6 
billion for the Island of Ireland.  

MAGNIFICENT MALAHIDE CASTLE 
IS A STONE’S THROW AWAY

Malahide Castle is a magnificent medieval castle just 10 minutes from Dublin Airport.  
The castle is set on 250 acres of parkland with a story dating back to the 12th Century.  
Enjoy daily tours of the castle, visit the ornamental walled gardens, fairy trail, exotic butterfly 
house and dine or shop at the Avoca Café and Retail store. We look forward to your visit.
 For reservations please book online at  
www.malahidecastleandgardens.ie

Step back into the 18th century and take a tour of this 
impeccably restored Georgian property. Newbridge House 

is a hidden gem with 370 acres of pastureland,  
woodland walks, traditional farm, playground and 

delicious homemade treats at the Coach House Café.

Follow us today on

WWW.NEWBRIDGEHOUSEANDFARM.COM

VISIT DUBLIN’S  
BEST-KEPT SECRET 

Follow us today on

D9075 SNN Newbridge House & Malahide Full page advert 210x275 OCT 2018(3).indd   1 31/10/2018   14:03

VISITOR CENTRE 
MUSEUM OF STYLE ICONS 

CAFÉ CARLETON

GUIDED TOUR: Adult €12,  Senior Citizen / Student €10.  
Please see www.newbridgesilverware.com for  
detailed tour information. 

 Living Heritage

See for yourself our expert 

craftsmen channel their knowledge 

and experience into unique 

jewellery and tableware collections 

which embody heritage and 

skill. Skills which remain virtually 

unchanged since we began in 1934.

FACTORY  
TOUR

NEW

Newbridge Silverware,  
Newbridge, Co. Kildare, Ireland. 
Only 40 mins from Dublin.  
Open 7 days. Free parking.
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ROSCREA HERITAGE TOWN
JN 22 (N62) TO THE TOWN 
CENTRE
6 min from exit

Roscrea has an ancient history 
spanning from the Iron-age to the 
present day. The best way to explore 
Roscrea is the Heritage Walk, starting 
at the restored 13th century Castle in 
the town centre. 

Visit the 12th century West Gable, 
facsimile High Cross, the Round Tower 
and the Black Mills at Church Street, 
Monaincha and Sean Ross Abbeys at 
the eastern side of the town. A busy 
market town and the core of a rich 
agricultural area, with traditional shop-
fronts, pubs and clubs, Roscrea is a 
great place to stay and explore the 
whole midland region.

Roscrea Castle

Located in the centre of the town, 
Roscrea Castle is a 13th century motte 
castle. The stone castle consists of a gate 
tower, curtain walls and two corner 
towers dating from the 1280s. The 
castle rooms are furnished and there 
are also some house exhibitions. Within 
the complex, there is a restored mill 
displaying the original St Cronan’s high 
cross and pillar stone.

Roscrea Round Tower

This splendid 11th century round tower 
is situated in the centre of Roscrea. St 
Cronan founded a monastic site here in 
the late sixth century and the remains 
survive today. 

The round tower stands to a height of 
20 metres and may have originally 
been 26 metres high. The Black Mills 
behind the Tower have been renovated 
and turned into a museum and visitor 
centre, and is home to the Roscrea Pillar 
or the ‘Timoney Stone’ as it is 
sometimes referred to. It is thought to 
have been carved between 720 and 
810 AD but the exact date is unknown.

Roscrea Franciscan Friary 

Founded between 1450 and 1470, this 
Abbey was built in the Gothic or 
Pointed style of the Middle Ages. The 
Friary only lasted until 1579 when the 
Friars were driven out. Very little 
remains of the friary except for the 
north and east walls and the central 
bell-tower. Fragments of carved stones 
and window tracery are now mounted 
on the walls.

NENAGH CASTLE
JN 24 (R445) TOWARDS 
NENAGH
7 min from exit

Nenagh Castle was built by Theobald 
Walter (the first of the Butlers of 
Ormond) around 1200. To this day the 
cylindrical keep remains but the walls 
have now almost disappeared, apart 
from a few fragments. Built from 
limestone, Nenagh Castle rises to a 
height of one hundred feet and thanks 
to a recent renovation this wonderful 
landmark now represents the town’s 
finest attraction. The building is open 
for all to see and has stone spiral stairs 
to the top.

LOUGH DERG
JN (26) TOWARDS NENAGH
5 min from exit

The majestic 32,000 acres of Lough 
Derg, Ireland’s third largest lake, is 
nestled between the counties of Clare, 
Tipperary and Galway and is a fully 
navigable waterway. The lake’s shores 
have been settled since prehistoric times 
and has a long and rich history. In the 
early medieval times it served as an 
integral part of the water highway 
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Irish 
midlands and beyond. Many of the 
historic sites on the lake are associated 
with Brian Ború, High King of Ireland, 
who ruled from Killaloe between 1002 
and 1014. Not to be missed are the 
Brian Boru Heritage Centre in Killaloe, 
East Clare Heritage Centre, Holy 
Island, Portumna Castle and Nenagh 
Castle. There are over 90 heritage sites 
accessible around the lake.

KILLALOE CATHEDRAL 
AND CHURCHES
JN 26 (R445) TO KILLALOE 
VILLAGE
16 min from exit
 
Among the cathedral and churches in 
the village of Killaloe, visitors will find 

an early monastery founded by St 
Fachnan, the cathedral established by 
Donal O Brien about 1185 and other 
ecclesiastically important sites. The 
spiritual sites, include the early 
monastery founded by St Fachnan, 
located at the southern end of Lough 
Derg, and St Flannans Oratory, a 12th 
century Romanesque church that 
continues to be used today. Visitors to 
the latter can view fine carvings, a 
unique Ogham stone and an 
elaborately designed 13th century 
basin. On the grounds of St Flannans 
Catholic Church, guests can also visit St 
Molua’s oratory; thought to date back 
to the 12th century.

BRIAN BORU 
HERITAGE CENTRE
JN 26 (R445) TO KILLALOE 
19 min from exit

The centre includes an exhibition 
tracing the history of Killaloe from the 
tenth century to the present day 
including nautical links with Lough 
Derg and the last High King of Ireland, 
Brian Boru (940-1014), who was born, 
lived and reigned in Killaloe.

TOP HIGHLIGHT

LOUGH GUR AND 
VISITOR CENTRE
JN 29 (N24 AND R512) 
TOWARDS WATERFORD
20 min from exit
 
Lough Gur is at the heart of a 
remarkable archaeological landscape 
featuring sites that represent every 
major period of human history in 
Ireland. Physical evidence of occupation 
from the Neolithic, Bronze Age, Iron 
Age, Early Christian, Medieval, Early 
Modern and Modern eras has been 
found here. It is home to Ireland’s 
largest and oldest stone circle. At one 
point in time it was also home to the 
largest concentration of giant Irish deer 
in Europe. Lough Gur has breathtaking 
scenery along with a fairy trail and 
tree trail for younger, and young at 
heart, visitors. 
 
The Heritage Centre at Lough Gur 
displays the rich heritage of Lough Gur 
through interactive multimedia 
exhibitions that brings to life over 
6,000 of archaeology and history. The 
exhibition is suitable for all ages and 
brings the visitor on a journey through 
the history of Lough Gur starting 
during the Mesolithic Era, and 
progressing until the 19th century.
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SAINT LAURENCE’S GATE
JN 9 (DONORE RD) TOWARDS 
DROGHEDA
9 min from exit
 
Saint Laurence’s Gate is a barbican 
which was built in the 13th century as 
part of the walled fortifications of the 
medieval town of Drogheda and is 
widely regarded as one of the finest of 
its kind in Europe. It consists of two 
lofty circular towers, connected together 
by a wall, in which there is an 
archway. Visitors can appreciate the 
spectacular dimensions of the medieval 
walls south of the gate at Featherbed 
Lane.

MAGDALENE TOWER
JN 9 (DONORE RD) TOWARDS 
DROGHEDA
10 min from exit
 
Magdalene Tower is all that remains 
of the once important Dominican 
Friary which Lucas de Netterville, then 
Archbishop of Armagh, founded in 
around 1224. The belfry tower itself is 
of 14th century construction. It was here 
that O’Neill and the other Ulster chiefs 
acknowledged their submission to 
Richard II, King of England in 1367.

TOP HIGHLIGHT

THE BATTLE OF THE BOYNE 
SITE AND VISITOR CENTRE
JN 10 (N51) TOWARDS SLANE
6 min from exit
 
One of the most significant events in 
Irish history, The Battle of the Boyne 
was fought between King William III 
and his father-in-law King James II on 
1 July 1690. William’s victory at the 
Battle of the Boyne was the turning 
point in James’ unsuccessful attempt to 
regain the crown and ultimately 
ensured the continuation of Protestant 
supremacy in Ireland. The Battle of the 
Boyne Visitor Centre is located in the 
recently restored 18th century 
Oldbridge House, which is on the battle 
site.

ATHLUMNEY CASTLE
CONVENT ROAD, 
ATHLUMNEY, NAVAN, 
COUNTY MEATH

Beside Athlumney village are the ruins 
of Athlumney castle which has a 17th 
century house attached. It was built 
over two periods. 

The older part is a Tower House built 
in the 15th century. It has three storey 
and its thick walls and slit windows 
speak of a time when castles were used 
for defence and not for comfort. The 
newer part of the castle is attached to 
the tower to its left. This was built in 
the late 16th century or early 17th 
century.

In 1649 when Cromwell was attacking 
Drogheda, the Maguires who occupied 
the castle set fire to it to thwart 
Cromwell. Nearby are the ruins of a 
14th century manorial church with 
triple belfry. In the vicinity there is a 
motte and bailey.

SALMON OF 
KNOWLEDGE TOUR
THE RAMPARTS, NAVAN, 
COUNTY MEATH

The myth of Fionn Mac Cumhaill and 
the salmon of Knowledge is set in 
Pagan Celtic Ireland where the high 
King sat on his throne at the hill of 
Tara. The nearby river Boyne was 
deemed magical by the Celts and 
named after their Goddess of water. 
The story has a twist in its tail of 
course and all of Ireland benefits from 
its happy conclusion. We won’t spoilt 
the surprise! The tour involves two 
parts, the first is outside in the open air 
at the riverbank in Navan whereby 
the story will be narrated while you 
enjoy the spectacular backdrop of the 
Boyne. The second part is in an 
adjacent quintessential Irish pub where 
there will be a display of very 
interesting paraphernalia regarding the 
legend, then portions of the freshly 
cooked salmon to enjoy and an 
opportunity to drink the famous tipple 
of the Celts, a wine made from honey 
called Mead.

Tour starts daily at 11:00 from The 
Ramparts, Navan. Tour duration 3hrs.

www.salmonofknowledgeexperience.
com

LOUTH

SLIGE MIDLUACHRA AND THE 
BOOK OF DINDSHENCHAS
BETWEEN SLANE IN COUNTY 
MEATH AND DUNSEVERICK IN 
COUNTY ARMAGH

Slige Midluachra is the age-old 
northern road sometimes known High 

Kings Road that ran in ancient times 
from the Tara to Dunseverick on the 
north coast of Ireland. It was one of the 
legendary Five Roads of Tara, site of 
the ancient Seat of Ireland’s High 
Kings. The legendary Five Roads of 
Tara, described in the Dindshenchas of 
Slige Dala, are named Slige Dala, Slige 
Assail, Slige Midluachra, Slige 
Cualann, and Slige Mor.
General road routes are described in the 
book of Dindshenchas, with mention of 
a few reference locations along each 
road. Three other ancient roads, 
referred to as “cow” roads, were found 
in Lady Gregory’s Irish Myths and 
Legends. Lady Gregory relates the 
legend of how Manannan’s three cows 
(one white, one red, and one black) 
created the first three roads in Ireland.
The dindsenchas comprises about 176 
poems plus a number of text 
commentaries and stories. It is believed 
that the dindsenchas was compiled 
between the 12th and 15th centuries in 
various versions and also incorporates 
saga texts such as Táin Bó Cúailnge 
and Acallam na Senórach.

MONASTERBOICE HIGH CROSS 
AND ROUND TOWER
JN 10 (N51) TOWARDS 
MONASTERBOICE
10 min from exit
 
The historic ruins of Monasterboice are 
of an early Christian settlement 
founded in the late fifth century by 
Saint Buite. It was an important 
religious centre until the establishment 
of nearby Mellifont Abbey by the 
Cistercians in 1142. Visitors can discover 
an old graveyard, two churches and a 
sundial but Monasterboice is most 
famous for its spectacular high crosses. 
Guided tours of Monasterboice monastic 
site can be arranged on request. 

MELLIFONT ABBEY
JN 10 (R168)
7 min from exit
 
The first Cistercian monastery in 
Ireland founded in 1142 by St Malachy 
of Armagh, its most unusual feature is 
the octagonal lavabo (washing house). 
The visitor centre houses an interesting 
exhibition on the work of masons in the 
Middle Ages with fine examples of 
their craft on display.  

ARDEE CASTLE
JN 13 (N33) TOWARDS ADREE
9 min from exit

Built in the 15th century, Ardee Castle 
served as a stronghold for the defence 
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LIMERICK

LIMERICK CITY
JN 28 (R445) TO CITY CENTRE
18 min from exit

TOP HIGHLIGHT

King John’s Castle

King John’s Castle brings to life over 
800 years of dramatic history. The 
Castle, situated on ‘King’s Island’ in the 
heart of medieval Limerick City, was 
built between 1200 and 1210 and 
overlooks the majestic river Shannon. 
The visitor centre tells the story of the 
Castle, siege and warfare with an 
array of state-of-the-art technology. 
The courtyard and the castle display 
some of the trades and traditions of the 
16th century and visitors can enjoy 
panoramic views of Limerick City and 
the surrounding countryside. 
Archaeological excavations have 
revealed pre-Norman settlements and 
evidence from the traumatic siege of 
1642. The sights, scenes and sounds of 
the castle and its environs all combine 
to recreate the atmosphere of the era. 
King John’s Castle is without a doubt 
one of the best preserved and finest 
castles in Ireland.

The Treaty Stone

The ‘The Treaty of Limerick’ between 
King William and King James II was 
signed on this stone in 1691. After the 
Battle of the Boyne in 1690, the 
remainder of James II’s defeated army 
retired to Limerick under the command 
of Patrick Sarsfield, 1st Earl of Lucan, 
where they held out a siege for over a 
year. When they surrendered, they 
were given the option of safe passage 
to France with their wives and 
families. Most took this option along 
with Sarsfield in what became known 
as the Flight of the Wild Geese. The 
Treaty Stone was erected on its 
pedestal in 1865.

Hunt Museum
 
Exhibiting one of Ireland’s greatest 
private collections of art and 
antiquities, dating from the Neolithic to 
the 20th Century, including works by 
Renoir, Picasso and Yeats, the Hunt 
Museum is an all-round cultural 
experience. 

There are artefacts from Greece, Rome, 
Egypt and the Olmec civilisation. 

There is also an important collection of 
Irish archaeological material ranging 
from Neolithic flints and Bronze Age 
material, including a Bronze Age shield 
and cauldron, to later Christian objects 
such as the unique ninth century 
Antrim Cross.

St Mary’s Cathedral

The Cathedral of St 
Mary Blessed Virgin 
occupies a very 
historic location in 
Limerick City. In 1168, 
Donal Mor O’Brien, 
King of Munster, 
donated his palace, 
parts of which are 
possibly incorporated 
into the present 
structure. Previously, a 
Viking meetinghouse 
had been located 
there. 

The cathedral’s 
architecture is a 
mixture of the Gothic 
and Romanesque 
styles. It contains 
many interesting 
features, such as a 
stone altar and Lepers’ 
Squint, an opening in 
the wall that 
permitted lepers to 
hear Mass and receive 
Communion. 

The Cathedral has 
seen many changes as 
the city expanded 
around it and it 

remains today the oldest and most 
historic building in Limerick.

BUNRATTY CASTLE 
AND FOLK PARK
(N18) FROM END OF M7
14 min from end of M7

No visit to this part of the world is 
complete without a visit to Bunratty 
Castle and Folk Park. Bunratty Castle is 
the most complete and authentic 
medieval fortress in Ireland. 

Built in 1425 it was restored to its 
former medieval splendour in 1954, and 
now contains mainly 15th and 16th 
century furnishings, tapestries, and 
works of art, perfectly capturing the 
mood of those times. 

At Bunratty Folk Park you’ll experience 
a living reconstruction of the homes 
and environment of the Ireland of over 
a century ago. Set on 26 acres, the 
impressive park features over 30 
buildings in a ‘living village’ and rural 
setting. Enjoy village life in 19th 
century Ireland!

Ace Casino Kildare Town for Slots, 
Poker and Roulette. Ace Casino 
is Kildare’s premier and longest 
established casino. So if you are 
feeling lucky well why not drop 
by for "a little bit of Vegas".

Kildare Town
W: acecasino.ie

Your guide to 5000 years of incredible history

Maps and attractions for wherever your journey takes you

The 
Driver's Guide

Your ultimate driving guide to a land steeped in history

Ireland's
Ancient east


