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ith a total of 4.8 million inhabitants unevenly dis2
tributed across its 85,000 km of territory, Ireland
is one of the least densely-populated countries
in Europe. This sparsity and the relatively low level of
urbanisation – half of Ireland’s population still lives in a
rural environment – explains the importance of the road
network to the country.

FREIGHT

“Since 2006, under our brand Easytrip, we have developed
electronic tolling, automatic car park access and vehicle
fleet management solutions, to make life easier for road
users”, explains Steve Preece. “With more than 195,000
customers today, we enjoy a unique position in the
market to the point of becoming the leading supplier of
services for the payment of electronic tolls and parking
charges using a single customer account.”

Michael Joyce CMILT

EGIS OPERATES THE IRISH NATIONAL SPEED
CONTROL SERVICE
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RESURFACING WORKS IN THE SOUTH OF
IRELAND

Egis supervised resurfacing works in Ireland, near Cork.
The project was part of a contract signed at the end of
2013 by Egis Lagan Services Ltd* together with the Irish
National Roads Authority for the operation, maintenance
and renewal services on 330 km of motorways in the
south of Ireland.
Steve Preece, managing director, Egis Projects Ireland.

In spite of the economic recession, Egis has gradually
forged itself a solid reputation in Ireland earning the
trust of large public sector authorities. The group has
displayed its merits in the field of engineering, carrying out
preliminary design studies for an eastern bypass motorway
around Dublin, as well as several design, engineering and
works supervision assignments for the construction of a
dual carriageway between Nenagh and Limerick.
At the same time, Egis has reinforced its operating
activities by acquiring majority shares in three Irish
operating companies: Northlink (M1 motorway to
Dundalk – 56 km), Midlink (M7/M8 motorways to
Portlaoise – 43 km) and Southlink (the N25 Waterford
bypass – 23 km). Egis additionally bought 100 per
cent of the First Route Management Company, which
provides assistance services to the three above
mentioned companies and to the Eastlink operator
based in Dublin. “The Irish motorway network is one
of the most recent in Europe and is still expanding,”
states Steve Preece, managing director at Egis Projects
Ireland. “Egis very quickly became an essential figure in
motorway operations in Ireland, offering services in the
management of both motorways and national roads,
whose development and maintenance are a strategically
important issue for the country.

What does ADR, RID, DGSA, Packing Group, UN Number or Limited Quantities mean to you.
These words and acronyms are the jargon used in the transport of dangerous goods, which
is a highly regulated industry.
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Headline projects

Since the turn of the century, Egis has taken to
modernising Irish roads through wide-scale activity in
the areas of road operation and maintenance. The group
is involved in a dozen projects in Ireland; the most iconic
among them is the operation of the Dublin Tunnel a
contract which was recently extended to include the
operation of Cork’s Jack Lynch Tunnel. The management
of these tunnels comes in addition to the 450 km of
motorway already under Egis management in Ireland.

Egis hits the road in Ireland

Transport of Dangerous Goods

Where will we
go today?

DANGEROUS GOODS
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At the same time, ports are continuing to grow and the
port of Dublin has announced expansion plans which are
likely to require the improvement and rationalisation of
its entire road network. Similarly, the air travel sector is
looking promising, linking in with the emergence of new
technologies such as remote towers for air traffic control,

or the continuous improvement of management and
safety systems. “Egis has had its own aviation consultancy
business since 2013 (Helios) which for example assisted
the Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) in drawing up a business
case for the modernisation of air traffic management
systems, and helped Dublin airport in its work to come
into compliance with the new regulatory standards of
the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA). In the
longer term, Egis and the IAA are considering working
increasingly closely on a range of projects outside Ireland,
just as they are currently doing for the review of air traffic
management system safety in Thailand.”

EGIS

EGIS

The Irish economy is growing again following a long period of recession. Egis are one of the
companies at the forefront of this recovery, as they help build a road infrastructure with the
capabilities of sustaining a new influx of industry.

starting to take another look at opportunities for getting
involved in the engineering sector in Ireland and also in the
UK, in particular in roads and railways,” explains Matthieu
Loussier, director for Europe and Central Asia at Egis. Public
bodies such as Transport Infrastructure Ireland have put
forward plans for approval on a €10 billion spend over the
next 20 years, covering all aspects of travel from roads to light
rail with a projected increase in movement of 25 per cent. “In
the area of transport, Ireland’s new priority is to reduce road
congestion via mobility, without infrastructure expansion.
Egis naturally possesses all of the necessary expertise to
contribute to these plans,” adds Matthieu Loussier.
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The work consisted of resurfacing several kilometres
on the 3-lane N40 and its interchange with the N28 at
Cork, in the south of the country. Work was carried out
during the night with lane closures at midnight and
the road was fully reopened every morning to avoid
traffic disruption.
* Joint venture formed by Egis and the Northern Irish
firm Lagan.

Since 2010, Egis has been operating the Irish national
safety camera service via its company GoSafe*. It
includes all of the services required for van-operated
speed detection, from the deployment of vehicles and
staff needed for the operation of speed cameras, to the
processing of data collected in a central back office.

ADVERT REQUIREMENTS:

For Egis, this project is a key reference in the field of
enforcement which is developing all over the world, on
speed control applications or on free flow toll projects.
* The shareholders of GoSafe are Egis Projects, Spectra
and Redflex

Background and History
The history of the transport of dangerous goods goes
back to the 19th century in some cases. The agreement
governing the transport of dangerous goods by road,
which is the focus of this article was signed in Geneva in
1957 and came into effect in 1968. Ireland implemented
ADR for domestic transport in 2002. Almost 50 countries
are now signatories to the ADR including, in addition to
virtually every European country, some North African and
Asian countries. ADR was originally intended to facilitate
the international transport of dangerous goods but the
European Union later decided that it should apply to
domestic transports in member countries.

SERVICES FOR ROAD USERS
FROM DUBLIN TUNNEL TO THE CORK JACK
LYNCH TUNNEL

Matthieu Loussier, director for Europe and Central Asia, Egis.

Capitalising on these achievements, Egis has since
extended its offering to other types of projects, such as
the maintenance of intelligent transport system (ITS)
equipment, the Irish national safety camera service, and the
supervision of resurfacing works in the south of Ireland.

A well-established recovery

Today, the Irish economy is recovering at a brisk pace, aided
by a gradual upturn in foreign and domestic investment.
In the transport sector, €850 million is to be invested in the
upgrading of the motorway and national road network.
“Considering this encouraging economic trend, Egis is

A total of 4.5 km in length, the Dublin Tunnel is a
major piece of infrastructure in the Irish road network,
connecting the M1 motorway (Belfast-Dublin) to the
Port of Dublin without going through the city centre.
It is a twin-tube tunnel comprising one-way dual
carriageways and is equipped with a control centre.
Following an operating and maintenance contract
awarded in 2006 for the Dublin Tunnel, Egis recently
had the contract extended by Transport Infrastructure
Ireland for a minimum period of six years. In addition
to the toll collection, traffic and safety management
and routine maintenance of the Dublin Tunnel, Egis is
also tasked with the operation and maintenance of the
600m long Jack Lynch tunnel in Cork. “This contract
renewal is further proof of the trust that Egis has earned,
consolidating its leadership on the Irish road operation
and maintenance market,” comments Steve Preece
managing director of Egis Projects Ireland.
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Under the Easytrip brand, Egis has, since 2006, continued
to market and develop a wide range of services for
road users. In Ireland, Egis manages the distribution
of electronic tolling passes as well as taking care of
customer relations for the Dublin Tunnel. The group
develops its own electronic payment solutions for car
park operators and vehicle fleet control solutions.
More recently, the firm designed a free mobile app,
the Easytrip SOS App, on which drivers can send out
an emergency call on their mobile phone in the event
of a breakdown or an accident, allowing them to be
immediately located and assisted.
Egis Projects Ireland
Unit 4044 Citywest Business Campus,
Naas Road,
Dublin 24,
D24 T6YE,
Ireland
Tel: +353 1 469 1200

ADR has sister agreements covering the other modes of
transport –IMDG for sea, RID for rail, IATA for air and ADN
for inland waterways. There is a parent agreement called
the UN Model Regulations which is revised every two years
and these changes are then fed into the revisions of the
Modal regulations which are also revised on a biennial
basis. The 2017 version of ADR has just been published. The
revisions incorporate changes arising from a multiplicity
of source such as new substances, technical progress and
sometimes a reaction to other events. Following the tragic
events of 9/11, ADR recognised that dangerous goods
could be used as terrorist weapons and introduced security
regulations. After the fires in the Mont Blanc, Gotthard and

expressway.ie

Tauern tunnels in the late 90’s, ADR introduced a complex
set of tunnel regulations which identifies whether a
product is permitted to travel through a particular tunnel.

The Basics
ADR is a set of books running to over 1200 pages which
identifies around 3,000 dangerous substances and sets
out a methodology for the classification, identification,
packaging, marking and labelling. It also covers the transport
in tanks where permitted, and specifies the type of tank to
be used. There are nine basic classes – explosives, gases,
flammable liquids, flammable solids, oxidising substances,
toxic substances, radioactives, corrosive substances and
miscellaneous. A substance can have more than one hazard.
Some of the classes are subdivided such as class 6 into
class 6.1 toxic and class 6.2 infectious. Each substance is
identified by a unique four digit number preceded by the
letters “UN”. For example petrol is identified by ‘UN1203’,
paint by ‘UN1263’, methanol by ‘UN1230’ and so on. Some
of the classes have what are called ‘Packing Groups’; these
are sub-divisions of the class based on the degree of danger
with Packing Group I being the highest level of danger and
Packing Group III being the lowest level. The roman numerals
are used to distinguish from the Arabic numbers used to
identify the classes. Each class has its own unique label,
many of which will be familiar to you.
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INKLINE Journal is firmly established as the most influential logistics journal in Ireland and is
the official magazine of the Chartered Institute of Logistics & Transport (CILT). It’s the only
transport & logistics-orientated publication produced specifically for the Irish market and is
widely read by senior logistics and supply chain decision makers in all major companies.
LINKLINE Journal is a consistent source of knowledge, insights, opinions, tools and stories
for members of CILT and those in the logistics industry. This publication is the key communications
tool for the CILT and covers all aspects of logistics and transport from materials handling and
warehousing equipment to transport and distribution services, logistics solutions and packaging.
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LINKLINE’s content is also shared across multi-media platforms including www.linklinejournal.com
and dedicated social media accounts which offer real time updates on issues specific to
the logistics and transport sector as well as feature news and key articles making LINKLINE
Journal a go-to-guide for all industry-related topics and a key reference point for both
purchasers and service providers alike.
For advertisers this quarterly published business journal represents the opportunity to
market your services and your achievements to a market of your industry peers and
customers. Readership is over 15,000 annually and growing; our ability to capitalise
all communication mediums has supported results as we expand into the CILT Global
network market of over 30,000 members.
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